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Aim - memorising the shape of the language
This document aims to present everything that needs to be memorised for the morphology of Greek 1 at Moore College,
with the aim of keeping the amount of material to an absolute minimum. It is written for the mathematically-minded,
who prefer to work things out from first principles. Hence the language is presented, as much as possible, as a system
with exceptions. The student needs to learn the system (ie rules and paradigms) and the exceptions.

Things that do not actually have to be memorised, but are simply there for illustrative purposes to fill out the tables, are
in faint type.
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General morphology

Consonants

Stops and aspirates with sigma
Voiced stop Unvoiced stop Aspirate + ss  =

Labial b p f y
Guttural g k c x

Dental d t q s

Stops and aspirates with theta

Voiced stop Unvoiced stop Aspirate + qq  =

Labial b p f fq
Guttural g k c cq

Dental d t q sq

Liquids with sigma
Any of the liquids (l, m, n, r) followed by sigma:

• changes the following letters (so it is no longer followed by sigma)
• often changes the preceding letters (especially lengthening preceding vowel)

Common occurrence Before change After change
Aorist tense …liquid + sa + CV + Ending …liquid + a + CV + Ending
Future tense …liquid + s + CV + Ending …liquid + e(s) + CV + Ending

Various stem + o + n(t)s… stem + ou + s…
Various stem + e + n(t)s… stem + ei + s…

Other rules
Letter Position Action
s between two vowels usually disappears.
t at the end of a word disappears
n at the end of a word is often movable



Vowel contraction
Vowel contraction occurs when two vowels or a vowel plus a diphthong come together.

How to read the table:

• There are nine numbered rules
• "E" means this rule is really an exception to the following rule, ie the contraction is shorter than expected because

the sound is common
• x, y and z are used as generic vowels

How to apply the rules:

• Keep applying contraction rules until you get a vowel or diphthong, eg
• If two rules conflict, then the lower-numbered rule takes precedence

Vowel + vowel (rules 1-6)
Rule # Explanation Before

contraction
After

contraction
1 i subscripts if required wi, hi w/, h/

E2 (to 3) For 3 common sounds, w shortens to ou oo, eo, oe (w) à ou
3 o/w dominates all and becomes long w [o or w]x

x[o or w]
w

4 Initial a dominates ax a
E5 (to 6) For one common sound, h shortens to ei ee (h) à  ei

6 initial e/h dominates and becomes long h [e or h]x h

Vowel + diphthong (rules 7-9)

Rule # Explanation Before
contraction

After
contraction

7 Spurious* diphthongs
drop second letter

x + yz
(yz spurious)

xy

E8 (to 9) For 4 common sounds, w/ou shortens to o oei
eoi
ooi

oh/ (often)

(wi) à oi

9 The initial vowel and first letter of the diphthong contract.
The i at the end:
1. subscripts if possible (if xy à  a, h, w)
2. stays in place if possible (if xy à e, i, u)
3. drops out otherwise (if xy  à diphthong)

x + yi
x + yi

xy + i

*"Spurious" = formed by contraction.
There are two cases: ei (sometimes spurious), ou (always spurious)



Nouns

The article
G

P C M F N
N oJ hJ to

S G tou thV tou
D tw/ th/ tw/
A ton thn to
N oiJ aiJ ta

P G twn twn twn
D toiV taiV toiV
A touV taV ta

The noun system

Declensions
Declension Stem ending

1 a, h
2 o
3 consonant

Neuter case ending rules
Neuter … Rule
accusative Same as nominative

genitive, dative Same as masculine genitive, dative
plural (Almost) always ends in a

Master case ending chart
NB an underscore means that the last letter of the stem is removed.

2 1 2 3 3
m m / f n m / f n

n V V - n m/f same as 1 à V/- -
g oàu ou V oàu combines à oV oV

s d i i i ß tries to subscript à i i
a n n n a/n -
v e a - -
n i i a eV a

p g wn wn wn ß always same à wn wn
d iV iV iV flips à si(n) si(n)
a nVàuV V a aV a

Stem shift rules

2 1 2 3 3
m m / f n m / f n

n
g -xhà-xa

s d if x  is not
e, i or r

ß Final stem vowel
lengthens if possible

-îà-e if
followed

a by vowel
v

n
p g -h à -a

d (-îà-e always)
a



Irregular declensions

1st and 2nd declension
Only lexical form and deviations from the master case ending chart are shown

Decl: 1 2 2 2-1-2 2-1-2
Gend: m m n m n m n
Stem: -[not e, i, r]a -ou sabbato pollo megalo

N =Iouda-V =Ihsou-V sabbaton poluV polu mega-V mega-
G =Iouda- =Ihsou- sabbatou pollou pollou megalou megalou

S D =Ihsou-
A polun polu mega-n mega-
V =Ihsou-
N

P G
D sabbasin
A

3rd declension nouns (see below for adjectives)
For third declension nouns, use the genitive singular (lexical entry) to determine the stem. The nominative singular may
vary considerably.

Gender: m/f m/f m f n
Stem: pater

mater
qugater

-u -e

eg: pater ijcqu basile pole gene
N pathr ijcquV basileuV poliV genoV
G pat-roV ijcquoV basilewV polewV genouV

S D pat-ri ijcqui& basilei polei genei
A patera ijcqun basilea polin genoV
N patereV ijcqueV basileiV poleiV genh

P G paterwn ijcquwn basilewn polewn gen-wn
D pat-rasi(n) ijcqusi(n) basileusi(n) polesi(n) genesi(n)
A pateraV ijcquaV basileiV poleiV genh



Adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, demonstratives

Adjectives

First declension feminine stem rule
The stem is either
1. [e, i, r]-a, or
2. [other]-h

3-3 adjectives – major patterns
Stem: -liquid -e

Gender: m/f n m/f n
eg: pleion ajlhqe
N pleiwn pleion ajlhqhV ajlhqeV
G pleionoV pleionoV ajlhqouV ajlhqouV

S D pleioni pleioni ajlhqei ajlhqei
A pleiona pleion ajlhqh ajlgqeV
N pleioneV pleiona ajlhqeiV ajlhqh

P G pleionwn pleionwn ajlhq-wn ajlhq-wn
D pleio-si(n) pleio-si(n) ajlhqesi(n) ajlhqesi(n)
A pleionaV pleiona ajlhqeiV ajlhqh

3-1-3 adjectives – major patterns
Stem: normal -en

Gender: m f n m f n
Follows: normal stem+sa normal eJn mia eJn

eg: pant eJn
S N paV pasa pan eiJV mia eJn

G pantoV pashV pantoV eJnoV miaV eJnoV

Adverbs and degrees of comparison
Changes endings:

Ending
Degree of comparison Adjective (2-1-2) Adverb (indeclinable)

Positive normal -wV
Comparative -teroV, -tera, -teron -teron
Superlative -tatoV, -tath, -taton -tata

Exceptions
Only nominative masculine singular is shown

Adjective Adverb (indeclinable)
Positive Comparative Superlative Positive Comparative Superlative
sofoV sofwteroV sofwtatoV sofwV sofwteron sofwtata
ajgaqoV kreisswn (3rd) euj kreisson
kakoV ceipwn (3rd)
megaV meizwn (3rd) megistoV
poluV pleiwn (3rd) mallon malista
mikroV mikroteroV ejlacistoV



Declension of demonstratives and pronouns
Demonstratives and pronouns are declined according to 2-1-2 with the following exceptions
Demonstrative

/ pronoun
Exceptions

ejkeinoV
aujtoV
eJautou
ajlloV

nom/acc.sing.neut
drop n

ouJtoV nom/acc.sing.neut
drop n

Initial sound same as
article (t or +  )

If any o/w sound in ending, first
diphthong is ou

Otherwise, first diphthong is au
oJV nom/acc.sing.neut

drop n
Always has an accent

(usu. grave)

First and second person pronouns
The table shows suffixes, prefixes and exceptions.

Prefix
Singular Plural

1st 2nd 1st 2nd

(ej)m s hJm uJm
N u ejgw su

Sing. G ou (ej)mou sou
D oi (ej)moi soi

Personal A e (ej)me se
Suffix N eiV hJmeiV uJmeiV

Plu. G wn hJmwn uJmwn
D in hJmin uJmin
A aV hJmaV uJmaV

Reflexive eJautou
fully declined

Remove eJ
(eg S,F,G
ejmauthV)

eg S,F,G
seauthV

No prefix

Prepositions

Elision

End of preposition Followed by smooth
breathing

Followed by rough
breathing

peri, pro stays same stays same
-p-vowel -p= -f=
-t-vowel -t= -q=

-other consonant-vowel drop vowel drop vowel
-k -x -x



Verbs

Types of tense
Tense type Tenses

Past Imperfect, Aorist, Pluperfect
(indicative only)

Complete Perfect, Pluperfect

Elements of a verb
Element When present

Preposition Compound verbs
Augment Past tenses (indicative only)

Reduplication Complete tenses
Tense stem See below

Tense formative See verb table
Connecting vowel See verb table

(Participle morpheme) Participles
Personal ending See below (non-participles)
(Case ending) Participles

Augment & Reduplication
Tense stem begins with Augment Reduplication

Double consonant ej
Aspirated consonant ej Corresponding unvoiced stop + e

Other (single) Consonant ej Consonant + e
a a à h
e e à h
o o à w

Other -

Contract vowel
Contract vowel followed by Action Using rules

Connecting vowel Contracts Contract
Consonant Lengthens Augment

Connecting vowel
Personal ending begins with Connecting vowel (most moods) Subjunctive mood (longer)

- (1st sing prim act) o à w (lengthens to compensate) w
- (3rd sing sec act) e h

m, n o w
other e h



Personal endings

Indicative & Subjunctive Imperative Infinitive
Primary Secondary

(Ind. past tenses only)
Ending Alternate Ending Alternate

Active
1st - mi n -

Singular 2nd V V Varies
3rd i si(n) -(n) tw nai
1st men men -

Plural 2nd te te te
3rd nsi(n) asi(n) n sa(n) twsan

Middle/Passive
1st mai mhn -

Singular 2nd sai so Varies
3rd tai to sqw sqai
1st meqa meqa -

Plural 2nd sqa sqa sqe
3rd ntai nto sqwsan

Second aorist active/middle
Tense stem: Aorist
Other elements: Same as imperfect

Athematic (-mi-mi) verbs
These verbs follow the rules outlined above, with the following exceptions:

Element Situation Change
Tense stem Present Forms by reduplication using i

All Final stem vowel can lengthen, shorten or drop out
Pres act ind sing Final stem vowel lengthens

Tense formative Aorist Often ka
Connecting vowel All None
Personal ending Pres act ind Alternate endings

2aor act imp 2nd sing Ending is V
Non-indicative moods Always second aorist

"To be"

Indicative
Present Imperfect Future

1st eijmi hjmhn ejsomai
S 2nd ei\ hjV or hjsqa ejsh/

3rd ejsti(n) hjn ejstai
1st ejsmen hjmen or hjmeqa ejsomeqa

P 2nd ejste hjte ejsesqa
3rd eijsi(n) hjsan ejsontai

Infinitive
eijnai

Other moods
For subjunctive and participle, simply use the regular endings (as if there is no stem)



Tense stems

Present tense stem: effect of consonantal iota
NB The consonantal iota is not always present
Root ends in Present tense stem ends in eg root àà  present tense
l ll bal à ballw
r ir ar à airw
d z baptid à baptizw
g ss khrug à khrussw

Some irregular tense stems and deponents – principal parts
If two roots are listed, the first root applies to present, future and aorist active while the second to the other three.
A tense in brackets underneath a principal part means that this form takes another meaning.

Root Present Future Aorist Act Perf Act Perf Pass Aor Pass
ajggel ajggellw ajggelw hjggeila hjggelka hjggelmai hjggel-hn
ajg ajgw ajxw hjgagon - hjgmai hjcqhn
ajkou ajkouw ajkousw hjkousa ajkhko-a - hjkousqhn
aJmarta aJmartanw aJmarthsw hJmart-on hJmarthka - -
ajnoig ajnoigw ajnoixw hjnoixa ajnew/g-a ajnew/gmai hjnoicqhn
bal/blh ballw balw ejbalon beblhka beblhmai ejblhqhn
bh bainw bhsomai ejbhn bebhka - -
gene ginomai genhsomai ejgen-omhn gegon-a gegenhmai ejgenhqhn
gnw ginwskw gnwsomai ejgnwn ejgnwka ejgnwsmai ejgnwsqhn
ijd eijdw" (subj) oijd-a / hj /d-ein

(act) / (aor)
euJre euJriskw euJrhsw euJr-on eujrhka - euJreqhn
qane/qnh q-nh/skw qanoumai ejqan-on teqnhka - -
kale/klh kalw kalesw ejkalesa keklhka keklhmai ejklhqhn
krin/kri krinw krinw: ejkrina kekrika kekrimai ejkriqhn
maq/maqh manqanw - ejmaqon memaqhka - -
swd/sw sw/zw swsw ejswsa seswka seswsmai ejswqhn
feug feugw feuxomai ejf-ugon pefeug-a - -

-mi verbs - principal parts
A tense or voice in brackets underneath a principal part means that this form takes another meaning.

Root Present Future Aorist Act Perf Act Perf Pass Aor Pass
qe tiqhmi qhsw ejqhka teqeika teqeimai ejteqhn
do didwmi dwsw ejdwka dedwka dedomai ejdoqhn
sta (trans) iJsthmi sthsw ejsthsa
sta (intrans) ejsthn ejsthka

(pres / imp)
ejstaqhn
(aor act)

Some mixed tense stems – principal parts
Present Future Aorist Act Perf Act Perf Pass Aor Pass

ejrcomai ejleusomai hjlqon ejlhluqa - -
ejsqiw fagomai ejfagon - - -
ejcw eJxw ejscon ejschka - -
lambanw lhmyomai ejlabon eijlhfa eijlhmmai ejlhmfqhn
legw ejrw eijpon eijrhka eijrhmai ejrrhqhn

ejrreqhn
oJraw ojyomai eijdon eJwraka

eJoraka
- wjfqhn

pascw - ejpaqon peponqa - -
ferw oijsw hjnegka

hjnegkon
ejnhnoca - hjnecqhn

Table of the regular verb
Spans the next two pages.



Table of the regular verb - page 1
The Principal parts Present (luw) Future (lusw) Aorist active (ejlusa)

Regular Tense Present Imperfect Present Imperfect Future Future Aorist
Verb Voice Act Act Mid / Pass Mid / Pass Act Mid Act

Indicative Augment - e - e - - e
Reduplication - - - - - - -

Tense formative - - - - s s sa
Connecting vowel e/o e/o e/o e/o e/o e/o -
Personal endings Prim Sec Prim Sec Prim Prim Sec

Act Act Mid / Pass Mid / Pass Act Mid / Pass Act

1S luw ejluon luomai ejluomhn lusw lusomai ejlusa-
2S lueiV ejlueV luh/ ejluou luseiV lush/ ejlusaV
3S luei ejlue(n) luetai ejlueto lusei lusetai ejluse(n)
1P luomen ejluomen luomeqa ejluomeqa lusomen lusomeqa ejlusamen
2P luete ejluete luesqe ejluesqe lusete lusesqe ejlusate
3P luousi(n) ejluon luontai ejluonto lusousi(n) lusontai ejlusan

Imperative 2S lue luou luson
3S luetw luesqw lusatw
2P luete luesqe lusate
3P luetwsan luesqwsan lusatwsan

Infinitive lueen à luein luesqai lusa--i
Participle Participle morpheme nt nt-sa nt men-o men-h men-o nt nt-sa nt

Case endings (decl.) m (3) f (1) n (3) m (2) f (1) m (2) m (3) f (1) n (3)

NS luwn- luousa luon luomenoV luomenh luomenon lusaV lusasa lusan
GS luontoV luoushV luontoV luomenou luomenhV luomenou lusantoV lusashV lusantoV
DS luonti luoush/ luonti luomenw/ luomenh/ luomenw/ lusanti lusash/ lusanti
AS luonta luousan luon luomenon luomenhn luomenon lusanta lusasan lusan
NP luonteV luousai luonta luomenoi luomenai luomena lusanteV lusasai lusanta
GP luontwn luouswn luontwn luomenwn luomenwn luomenwn lusantwn lusaswn lusantwn
DP luousi(n) luousaiV luousi(n) luomenoiV luomenaiV luomenoiV lusasi(n) lusasaiV lusasi(n)
AP luontaV luousaV luonta luomenouV luomenaV luomena lusantaV lusasaV lusanta

Subjunctive Shortened T.F. - - s
Lengthened C.V w/h w/h w/h

Personal endings Act Mid / Pass Act

1S luw luwmai lusw
2S luh/V luh/ lush/V
3S luh/V luhtai lush/V
1P luwmen luwmeqa luswmen
2P luhte luhsqe lushte
3P luwsi(n) luwntai luswsi(n)



Table of the regular verb - page 2
Perfect active (ejluqhn) Perfect passive (ejluqhn) Aorist passive (ejluqhn)

Aorist Perfect Pluperfect Perfect Pluperfect Aorist Future
Mid Act Act Mid / Pass Mid / Pass Pass Pass

e - (e) - (e) e -
- le le le le
sa ka kei - - qh (qe) qhs
- - - - - - e/o

Sec Prim Sec Prim Sec Sec Prim
Mid / Pass Act Act (alt) Mid / Pass Mid / Pass Act (alt) Mid / Pass

ejlusamhn leluka (ej)lelukein lelumai (ej)lelumhn ejluqhn luqhsomai
ejlusw lelukaV (ej)lelukeiV lelusai (ej)leluso ejluqhV luqhsh/
ejlusato leluken (ej)lelukei lelutai (ej)leluto ejluqh luqhsetai
ejlusameqa lelukamen (ej)lelukeimen lelumeqa (ej)lelumeqa ejluqhmen luqhsomeqa
ejlusasqe lelukate (ej)lelukeite lelusqe (ej)lelusqe ejluqhte luqhsesqe
ejlusanto lelukasi(n) (ej)lelukeisan leluntai (ej)lelunto ejluqhsan luqhsontai

lusai luqhti
lusasqw luqhtw
lusasqe luqhte
lusasqwsan luqhtwsan

lusasqai lelukenai lelusqai luqhnai
men-o men-h men-o ot ui-a ot men-o men-h men-o nt nt-sa nt
m (2) f (1) m (2) m (3) f (1) m (3) m (2) f (1) m (2) m (3) f (1) m (3)

lusamenoV lusamenh lusamenon lelukwV lelukuia lelukoV lelumenoV lelumenh lelumenon luqeiV luqeisa luqen
lusamenou lusamenhV lusamenou lelukotoV lelukuiaV lelukotoV lelumenou lelumenhV lelumenou luqentoV luqeishV luqentoV
lusamenw/ lusamenh/ lusamenw/ lelukoti lelukuia/ lelukoti lelumenw/ lelumenh/ lelumenw/ luqenti luqeish/ luqenti
lusamenon lusamenhn lusamenon lelukota lelukuian lelukoV lelumenon lelumenhn lelumenon luqenta luqeisan luqen
lusamenoi lusamenai lusamena lelukoteV lelukuiai lelukota lelumenoi lelumenai lelumena luqenteV luqeisai luqenta
lusamenwn lusamenwn lusamenwn lelukotwn lelukuiwn lelukotwn lelumenwn lelumenwn lelumenwn luqentwn luqeiswn luqentwn
lusamenoiV lusamenaiV lusamenoiV lelukosi(n) lelukuiaiV lelukosi(n) lelumenoiV lelumenaiV lelumenoiV luqeisi(n) luqeisaiV luqeisi(n)
lusamenouV lusamenaV lusamena lelukotaV lelukuiaV lelukota lelumenouV lelumenaV lelumena luqentaV luqeisaV luqenta

s q
w/h w/h

Mid / Pass Act

luswmai luqw
lush/ luqh/V
lushtai luqh/
luswmeqa luqwmen
lushsqe luqhte
luswntai luqwsi(n)


