
























Hebrew autographs?





Septuagint / lxx (G)


Pentateuch 250 bc


The rest 200 bc


Dubious quality. The Jews  were constantly revising the lxx from the Hebrew, which shows where they thought the authority lay.





Aquila (a)


ad 128


Literalistic translation from the Hebrew.





Theodotion (q)


ad 180–200


An update of an (unknown) previous Greek translation.





Greek Translations





Symmachus (s)


ad 200


Idiomatic and elegant translation (the opposite of Aquila).





The Dead Sea Scrolls





Wadi Murabba’at


Date?





100% proto-Masoretic





Qumran (Q)


300 bc – ad 50














Gave us access to mss prior to the ‘suppression’ of variant text-types. That most of these mss conform to our mt (800+ years down the track) gives us great confidence that there was faithful transmission.


Furthermore, the community at Qumran is unlikely to have helped Jerusalem officials ‘suppress’ other readings. This means the accepted text was probably recognised even earlier than the Qumran community.





Samaritan Pentateuch (w)


100’s bc


Earliest extant copy 1300 ad





Arose from an ancient Hebrew source. But without trained scribes the quality was lacking.





60% proto-Masoretic





5% the Hebrew underlying the lxx





5% pre-Samaritan Pentateuch





Post-exilic scribes


400–100 bc





Like early-Masoretes.


Transmitted the text faithfully and broke the text up into sections ( and ).


Different text-types arose.





The ‘Proto-Masoretic’ Text


100 bc – ad 100





Over these two centuries one text-type started to predominate over the others.


At the Council of Jamnia, ad 90, this text became the official text. Sometimes called ‘proto-mt’.


Was it the best text-type, or were the others suppressed for some reason? Most likely this was not a pristine text, but it was certainly of a very old tradition.


The Jewish canon was also established during this period (ad 70–150).





Targums (T)


ad 100+


Aramaic paraphrases of the Hebrew.





Mishnah


ad 200


Official Jewish law from the Hebrew text.





Cairo Prophets Codex (C)


ad 895


Contents: the Prophets


Written by Moses ben Asher, the second last Masorete in the ben Asher family.


It is the oldest codex we have. Although it is of the bA family, it also shows affinity with the bN tradition.





Aleppo Codex (A)


ad 925�Contents: Deut 28:17–Song 3:11


Written by Aaron ben Asher, the last Masorete in the family and Moses’ son.


His system of pointing, accents, and Masorah was considered to be the best.


The ben Asher tradition refers supremely to Aaron ben Asher.





Leningrad Codex (L)


ad 1008�Contents: Complete


Written by Samuel ben Jacob (of the ben Asher tradition).


It is the oldest dated manuscript of  the complete Hebrew Bible. Complete, but possibly not as good as Aleppo.





Second Rabbinic Bible


ad 1525


Compiled by Jacob ben Chayyim and Daniel Bomberg from late and mixed manuscripts.


Remained the textus receptus until  the 1900’s.





Midrash


ad 


Rabbinic interpretations of the Hebrew text.





Biblia Hebraica I & II (BHK1 & 2)


ad 1906, 1913


Kittel edited the first and second editions of Biblia Hebraica.


The text was taken from the 1525 Second Rabbinic Bible.





Biblia Hebraica III (BHK3)


ad 1937


Kahle edited the third edition of Biblia Hebraica.


The text was taken from only one manuscript: the Leningrad Codex (L).








Biblia Hebraica IV (BHS)


ad 1977


The text was again taken from the Leningrad Codex (L), but had an expanded Masorah (3x the size of BHK) compiled by Weil.








Biblia Hebraica V (BHQ)


ad 2004+


The fifth edition of Biblia Hebraica is currently being produced.


Once again the Leningrad Codex (L) will be used, but the Masorah is being reduced back to the original L Masorah, warts and all.








Hebrew University Bible


ad 2004+


This version is currently being produced. Isaiah and Jeremiah have come out so far.


Its text is based on the Aleppo Codex (A).








Tiberian School


Used the system of vowels below the consonants, which we still use today.


Dominated by two families of Masoretes: ben Asher (bA) and ben Naphtali (bN).


Over time this became the dominant school.





Palestinian School


Used a system of vowels above the consonants.





Babylonian School


Used a system of vowels above the consonants.





The Masoretic Text / mt (M)





Tosefta


ad 300


Official supplement to the Mishnah.





Talmud


ad 450, 600


Two compendiums of rabbinic law and lore.





The Masoretes were active from ad 600–1100, peaking around 950.


They added the vowels and accents (ad 600–750), and Masorah to the consonantal text they received.





30% Mixed











