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Aim - memorising the shape of the language

This document aims to present everything that needs to be memorised for the morphology of Greek 1 at Moore College,
with the aim of keeping the amount of material to an absolute minimum. It iswritten for the mathematically-minded,
who prefer to work things out from first principles. Hence the language is presented, as much as possible, as a system
with exceptions. The student needs to learn the system (ie rules and paradigms) and the exceptions.

Things that do not actually have to be memorised, but are simply there for illustrative purposesto fill out the tables, are

The Greek font, TekniaGreek, is available for download at http://www.teknia.com/ .
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General morphology

Consonants

Stops and aspirates with sigma

Voiced stop | Unvoiced stop | Aspirate | +s =

L abial b p f y
Guttural g k c X
Dental d t q

Stops and aspirates with theta

Voiced stop | Unvoiced stop | Aspirate || +q =

L abial b p f fq
Guttural g k c cq
Dental d t g sq

Liquids with sigma
Any of theliquids (I, m, n, r) followed by sigma:

changes the following letters (so it is no longer followed by sigma)
often changes the preceding letters (especially lengthening preceding vowel)

Common occurrence Before change After change
Aorist tense sa a
Future tense S e(s)
Various 0+ n(t)s ou+s
Various e +n(t)s ei +s
Other rules
Letter Position Action
S between two vowels | usually disappears.
t at the end of aword disappears
at the end of aword is often movable




Vowel contraction
Vowel contraction occurs when two vowels or avowel plus adiphthong come together.

How to read the table:

There are nine numbered rules

"E" meansthisruleisreally an exception to the following rule, ie the contraction is shorter than expected because

the sound is common
X,y and zare used as generic vowels

How to apply therules:

Keep applying contraction rules until you get avowel or diphthong, eg
If two rules conflict, then the lower-numbered rule takes precedence

Vowel + vowel (rules 1-6)

Rule# Explanation Before After
contraction | contraction
1 i subscriptsif required wi, hi w/ h/
E2 (to 3) | For 3 common sounds, w shortens to ou 00, €0, Oe (w) > ou
3 o/w dominates all and becomes longw [oor w]x W
x[0 or w]
4 Initial a dominates ax a
E5 (to 6) [ For one common sound, h shortens toei ee (h) > ei
6 initial e/h dominates and becomeslongh [e or h]x h
Vowel + diphthong (rules 7-9)
Rule# Explanation Before After
contraction | contraction
7 Spurious* diphthongs X+yz Xy
drop second | etter (yz spurious)
E8 (to 9) | For 4 common sounds, w/ou shortenstoo oei (wi) > oi
eoi
00i
oh/(often)
9 Theinitial vowel and first letter of the diphthong contract. X +yi Xy + i
Thei at the end: X+

1. subscriptsif possible (if xy > a, h, w)
2. staysinplaceif possible (if xy = e, i, U)
3. drops out otherwise (if xy = diphthong)

*"Spurious” = formed by contraction.
There are two cases: ei (sometimes spurious), ou (always spurious)




Nouns

The article
G

Pl C M F N
N 0J hJ to

S| G tou thv tou
D tw/ th/ tw/
A ton thn to
N 0iJ aiJ ta

P G twn twn twn
D toiV | taiV | toiV
A touV tav ta

The noun system

Declensions

Declension | Stem ending
1 a, h
2 0
3 consonant

Neuter case ending rules

Neuter ...

Rule

accusative

Same as nominative

genitive, dative

Same as masculine genitive, dative

plural

(Almost) alwaysendsina

Master case ending chart

NB an underscore means that the | ast | etter of the stem isremoved.

2 1 2 3
m m/f n m/f
n Vv V n m/f sameas1 > V/-
g 0>u ou combines > oV
s |d i i & triesto subscript > i
a n n a/n
vV € a - -
n i i a eV
plg wn wn < always same > wn
d iV iV flips > si(n)
a || nv=>uv Vv aV
Stem shift rules
2 1 2 3
m m/f n m/f
n
g -xh->-xa
s | d if x isnot < Final stem vowel -1>-e if
e,iorr lengthensif possible followed
a by vowel
v
n
pl|lg -h > -a
d (-1>-eaways)
a




Irregular declensions

1st and 2nd declension

Only lexical form and deviations from the master case ending chart are shown

Decl: 1 2 2 2-1-2 2-1-2
Gend: m m n m n m |
Stem: || -[note, i, rla -ou sabbato pollo megalo
N lu lu -
G - -
S| D -
A lu lu -
V -
N
P| G
D sin
A

3rd declension nouns (see below for adjectives)

For third declension nouns, use the genitive singular (lexical entry) to determine the stem. The nominative singular may

vary considerably.

Gender: m/f m/f m f n
Stem: pater -u -e
mater
qugater

eg: pater icqu basile pole gene
N h u i 0
G - w w

S D - i&
A n in 0
N

P G -
D -ra u
A




Adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, demonstratives

Adjectives

First declension feminine stem rule

The stem iseither
1 e i, r]a,or
2. [other]-h

3-3 adjectives — major patterns

Stem: -liquid -e
Gender: m/f | n m/f | n
eg: pleion ajlhqge
N w h Vv
G
S D
A h v
N h
P G - -
D - —
A i h
3-1-3 adjectives — major patterns
Stem: normal -en
Gender: m f n m f n
Follows: normal sem+sa | normal ed mia ed
€g: pant ed
S N
G

Adverbs and degrees of comparison

Changes endings:

Ending

Degr ee of comparison

Adjective (2-1-2)

Adverb (indeclinable)

Positive normal -wV
Comparative -teroV, -tera, -teron -teron
Superlative -tatoV, -tath, -taton | -tata

Exceptions

Only nominative masculine singular is shown

Adjective Adverb (indeclinable)

Positive Compar ative Superlative || Positive | Comparative Superlative
sofoV W w W w
apaqoV kreisswn (3rd) euj kreisson

kakoV ceipwn (3rd)

megaV meizwn (3rd) megistoV

poluV pleiwn (3rd) mallon malista
mikroV efacistoV




Declension of demonstratives and pronouns
Demonstratives and pronouns are declined according to 2-1-2 with the following exceptions

Demonstrative Exceptions
/ pronoun
ekeinoV nom/acc.sing.neut
augoV dropn
edutou
aflov
oudloV nom/acc.sing.neut | Initial sound same as If any o/w sound in ending, first
dropn article(tor+ ) diphthong isou
Otherwise, first diphthong isau
oV nom/acc.sing.neut | Always has an accent

dropn

(usu. grave)

First and second person pronouns

Thetable shows suffixes, prefixes and exceptions.
Prefix
Singular Plural
1st znd 1st 2nd
(e)m S ha ud
N u egw
Sing. | G| ou
D oi
Personal A e
Suffix N | eiV
Pluu | G| wn
D in
A av
Reflexive edutou RemoveeJ No prefix
fully declined (eg SF.G
epauthV)

Prepositions

Elision
End of preposition Followed by smooth Followed by rough

breathing breathing

peri, pro stayssame stayssame
-p-vowel -p: -f:
-t-vowel -t -

-other consonant-vowel drop vowel drop vowel
-k -X -X




Verbs

Types of tense

Tensetype Tenses
Past Imperfect, Aorist, Pluperfect
(indicative only)
Complete Perfect, Pluperfect

Elements of a verb

Element When present
Preposition Compound verbs
Augment Past tenses (indicative only)
Reduplication Complete tenses
Tensestem See below
Tense formative Seeverb table
Connecting vowel Seeverb table
(Participle morpheme) Participles
Personal ending

See below (non-participles)

(Case ending)

Participles

Augment & Reduplication

Connecting vowel
Per sonal ending begins with

Tense stem begins with Augment | Reduplication
Double consonant g
Aspirated consonant gj Corresponding unvoiced stop + e
Other (single) Consonant gj Consonant + e
a a—>h
e e>h
0 0> W
Other -
Contract vowel
Contract vowel followed by Action Usingrules
Connecting vowel Contracts Contract
Consonant L engthens Augment

- (1% sing prim act)

Connecting vowel (most moods)

Subjunctive mood (longer)
0 2> w (lengthens to compensate) W
- (39 sing sec act) e h
m, n 0 w
other e h




Personal endings

Indicative & Subjunctive Imperative Infinitive
Primary Secondary
(Ind. past tenses only)
Ending | Alternate Ending | Alternate
Active
1% - | mi n R
Singular 2 v v Varies
3 i [ si(n) -(n) tw nai
1% men men -
Plural 2" te te te
3 nsi(n) | asi(n) n |  sa(n) twsan
Middle/Passive
1¥ mai mhn -
Singular 2" sai ) Varies
3 tai to sqw sqai
1 meqa meqa -
Plural 2m sga sga sqe
3d ntai nto sgwsan
Second aorist active/middle
Tensestem: Aorist
Other elements: Same asimperfect
Athematic (-mi) verbs
These verbsfollow the rules outlined above, with the following exceptions:
Element Situation Change
Tensestem Present Forms by reduplication using i
All Final stem vowel can lengthen, shorten or drop out
Presactind sing Final stem vowel lengthens
Tense formative Aorist Often ka
Connecting vowel All None
Personal ending Presact ind Alternate endings
2aor act imp 2nd sing Ending isV
Non-indicative moods Always second aorist
"To be"
Indicative
Present I mper fect Future
1% | eijni hiphn epomai
S | 2™ | ei\ hy or hpga eph/
37 [ epti(n) | hp eptai
1% | epmen hjpen or hpega | epomeqa
P | 2" | epte hie epesga
39 [l eigi(n) | hpan epontai
Infinitive
eipai

Other moods

For subjunctive and participle, simply use the regular endings (asif there is no stem)




Tense stems

Present tense stem: effect of consonantal iota
NB The consonantal iotais not always present

Root endsin | Present tensestem endsin | egroot = present tense
| 11 bal - ballw

r ir ar 2 airw

d z baptid > baptizw

g Ss khrug - Kkhrussw

Some irregular tense stems and deponents — principal parts

If two roots are listed, the first root applies to present, future and aorist active while the second to the other three.
A tense in brackets underneath a principal part means that this form takes another meaning.

Root

Present

Future

Aorist Act

Perf Act

Perf Pass

Aor Pass

apgel

ap

gag

akou

aj<hko-

adarta

apoig

ajews -

ajewf

bal/blh

bh

ain

omai

gene

gin

0_

gnw

omai

i

e (subj)

oifl-a [ hj-
(act) / (aor)

eude

isk

€

gane/gnh

-nhsk

oumai

kale/klh

krin/kri

mag/magh

swd/sw

feug

-mi verbs - principal parts
A tense or voice in brackets underneath a principal part means that this form takes another meaning.

Root Present | Future | Aorist Act Perf Act Perf Pass | Aor Pass
ge tighmi ghsw eflhka tegeika tegeimai efeghn
do didwmi dwsw eflwka dedwka dedomai efloghn
sta (trans) idthmi sthsw epthsa
sta (intrans) epthn epthka eptaghn

(pres/imp) (aor act)
Some mixed tense stems — principal parts
Pr esent Future Aorist Act Perf Act Perf Pass Aor Pass

ercomai efleusomai | hjigon elhluga - -
epqiw fagomai efagon - - -
epw edw egcon epchka - -
lambanw IThmyomai [ efabon eifhfa eijl hmmai el hmfghn
legw ejw eipon eirhka eirhmai eyrhghn

erreghn
odaw oyomai eiflon edrraka - wijfghn

edraka
pascw - epagon peponga - -
ferw oipw hpegka ephnoca - hpecghn
hpegkon

Table of the regular verb
Spans the next two pages.




Table of theregular verb - page 1

The

Regular
Verb

Principal partsIPresent (Tuw)

Future (lusw

Aorist active (eflusa)

Tense
Voice

Present
Act

Imperfect
Act

Present
Mid / Pass

Imperfect
Mid / Pass

Future
Act

Future
Mid

Aorist
Act

Indicative

Augmen
Reduplication

Tense formative
Connecting vowel
Personal endings|

elo

elo

elo

elo

elo

elo

sa

1S
2S

35
1P
2P|
3P|

Imperative

2S
35

2P|
3P|

ou

on

Infinitive

en > in

Participle

Participle morphemsg
Case endings (decl.)]

nt
m (3)

nt-sa
f(1)

nt
n(3)

men-o men-h
m (2) f(2)

men-o
m (2)

nt nt-sa
m (3) f(1)

nt
n(3)

NS
GS

DS
AS
NP
GP
DP
AP

W=

Subjunctive

Shortened T.F,
Lengthened C.V]|

Personal endings|

w/h

w/h

w/h

1S
2S

35
1P
2P|
3P




Table of theregular verb - page 2

Perfect active (efughn)

Perfect passive (efughn)

Aorist passive (efughn)

Aorist Perfect Pluperfect Perfect Pluperfect Aorist Future
Mid Act Act Mid / Pass Mid / Pass Pass Pass
sa ka kei - - gh (ge) ghs
- - - - - - elo
(alt) Act (alt)
e
i ti
e
men-o men-h men-o ot ui-a ot men-o men-h men-o nt nt-sa nt
m (2) f(1) m (2) m (3) f(1) m (3) m (2) f(1) m (2) m (3) f(1) m (3)
w V
S q
wrh w/h
Act
luswmai lugw
lush/ Tugh¥
lushtai lugh/
luswmega Tugwmen
lushsqe lughte
luswntai lugwsi(n)




